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A PaYCRIC PROBE
Ut Tht PLANET NMERCURY

The planet Mercury is beginning to
yield up its mystery — both through sci-
ence and ESP. On March 11, 1974, two
sensitives, Ingo Swann and Harold
Sherman, simultaneously but independ-
ently attempted to project their con-
sciousness to Mercury to describe that
planet psychically. On March 29, the
space probe Mariner 10 began to fly by
Mercury and radio back to earth scien-
tific data that showed remarkable simi-
larity with the psychic data of Swann
and Sherman.

Although the spacecraft had taken
months to travel the fifty-seven million
miles to Mercury, Swann, from his New
York City apartment, and Sherman,
from his home near Mountain View,
Arkansas, appeared to project their con-
sciousness to the planet in an instant. I
tape recorded their psychic responses
separately and independently, which
were transcribed and notarized on
March 13. The notarized responses
were registered with several scientific
organizations, including the Central
Premonitions Registry.

Swann had successfully demonstrated
his ability at ‘‘remote viewing’’ in ex-
periments at Stanford Research Institute
and the American Society for Psychical
Research (see ‘‘Out-of-Body Vision,”’
Psychic, April 1973). Sherman, author
of many books on ESP, had experimen-
tally demonstrated his ability at long-
distance ESP in 1937 by keeping in
psychic contact with the arctic explorer
Sir Hubert Wilkins (see Sherman’s
Thoughts Through Space).

During the half-hour experiment on
the evening of March 11, both Swann
and Sherman maintained waking con-
sciousness. Swann reported being up
and out into space in minutes and mov-
ing away from the moon toward the sun
trying to target in on Mercury. Sherman
gave no report of his approach to the
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planet but started his response with
mental impressions. Later he described
circling the planet and examining it.
Neither man was aware of the other’s
‘“presence’’ there, yet after Sherman
telephoned his responses to New York
we found that there were some striking
similarities in their descriptions.

Prior to Mariner 10’s data on Mer-
cury, very little was known about the
planet because of its proximity to the
sun. Recent editions of American as-
tronomy textbooks state that Mercury
has no appreciable atmosphere. Yet, in
1966 the astronomer Carl Sagan wrote
in Intelligent Life in the Universe that
polarimetric observations in France and
spectroscopic observations in the Soviet
Union ‘‘have each indicated that Mer-
cury has a definite, although very thin,
atmosphere.”” This evidence may not
have been widely known or accepted
since Science News, reporting on
Mariner 10’s data, states (April 6, 1974)
that ‘A major surprise was the discov-
ery that the supposedly airless world has
an atmosphere....The atmosphere is ex-
tremely thin, less than one hundred-
billionth as dense as earth’s...but it is
indisputably there.”’

Both sensitives also reported a thin
atmosphere. Sherman responded, *‘I
doubt if there is much of any atmos-
phere. If so, it must be extremely
rarified.”” Swann said, ‘‘There seems to
be a thin atmosphere, but it doesn’t
make a blue sky like on earth, so you
can see blackness except where the sun
is, maybe it is purple. There is not much
haze.”

A more dramatic finding that con-
firmed the psychic data was Mariner
10°s discovery of a magnetic field
around Mercury. This had been previ-
ously unknown or hypothesized (at least
in American astronomy textbooks).
Sherman spoke of ‘‘... immense inter-
play of interchanging particles and ele-

ments in constant motion which are ac-
tivated by the sun’s vast electromagne-
tic discharge.’” He felt that **...the pow-
erful electromagnetic radiation from the
sun has set up a friction among the
countless particles or molecules or ele-
ments composing the body of Mercury,
and the resultant constant friction is the
cause of the intense heat rising from the
interior, as well as the surface of Mer-

cury.”
Swann seemed to ‘‘see’’ the magnetic
field: ““...a magnetosphere. Like a cir-

cular sphere of magnetism, of magnetic
belts around (Mercury) except they are
not a sphere but on the sun side of Mer-
cury it is pressed closer to the planet’s
surface and on the far side of the planet,
it is sort of pushed out into space. That
may be the solar winds that do that. In
other words, on the night side of the
planet, the magnetosphere is pushed
farther out into space and on the sun
side of the planet, it is pushed more
close to the surface. It sort of trails be-
hind the planet in the opposite direction
it is moving. It might not be a mag-
netosphere, but a plasma of some sort.
It feels hot.” Later he said, ‘“The purple
sky is beautiful. The refraction of the
sun on those — I guess it would have to
be an atmospheric type of situation with
liquid molecules in it in combination
with this fluctuating magnetosphere — it
looks like oil on water in a way, that
kind of color effects.”’

Science News (April 6, 1974) con-
firmed: “*The most significant discovery
about the atmosphere...was the exis-
tence of a helium ‘tail,” streaming out
from Mercury in a direction away from
the sun. It was significant because shap-
ing the tail was another unexpected
Mercury feature, a magnetic field
.... About 20 minutes before the space-
craft reached its closest distance to
Mercury (about 466 miles), there were
very clear signs of a bow shock, a shock
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front formed by the solar wind ricochet-
ing off the planet’s enveloping magnetic
field ... %

Science (July 12, 1974) elaborated on
the discovery of the magnetic field:
‘‘Because Mercury rotates slowly (once
in 58.6 days) and emits no radio emis-
sions that can be detected from the
earth, the early evidence for a magnetic
field was surprising.... Rather unexpect-
edly, a very well-developed, detached
bow shock wave, which develops as the
super-Alfvenic solar wind interacts with
the planet, has been observed....The
complete body of data favors the pre-
liminary conclusion that Mercury has an
intrinsic magnetic field. If this is cor-
rect, it represents a major scientific dis-
covery in planetary magnetism and will
have considerable impact on studies of
the origin of the solar system....Direct
observations of the magnetic field envi-
ronment of Mercury by the magnetic
experiment on Mariner 10 show the pres-
ence of a well-developed bow shock
wave and magnetosphere region. A
fundamental question not yet uniquely
resolved is whether the magnetic field
observations are consistent with an in-
trinsic planetary magnetic field or with a
field induced by solar wind interac-
tion.””

Both sensitives reported seeing au-
roral effects— another unexpected fea-
ture of Mercury. Sherman said, ‘‘I am
emerging on the bright side of Mercury
into what could be a blinding, varicol-
ored brilliance to physical eyesight
.... The surface of Mercury seems to
glow in areas like a Dante’s inferno,
reflecting dazzling molten red light as
from a great blast furnace. This inter-
play of matter and energy in a highly
volatile state is constantly replenish-
ing itself through magnetic recharging
in its association with the sun’s magnetic
field. The light side of Mercury pre-
sents a fiery spectacular.”” Swann re-
ported, ‘I see rainbows that seem to
leap up. They arch— more like auroras
.... Both water tides and earth tides and
a fast condensation cycle ... create these
leaping rainbows in all directions
sometimes.”’

Reporting on Mariner 10’s data, The
New York Times (March 30, 1974) said:
‘“...strong auroral glows were observed
on the night side of Mercury at ul-
traviolet wavelengths typical of helium,
argon, hydrogen and probably neon.”’
Science (July 12, 1974) added that
“*...high energy electrons and protons
are accelerated in some cyclic fashion
that is still mysterious....If Mercury

also has a weak atmosphere, then accel-
eration of particles in the neutral sheet
might lead to precipitation of particles
into the polar regions and to ‘auroral’
events.”” Science News (April 6, 1974)
reported that “*...trapped charged parti-
cles stream continuously off into space
(from Mercury), and the surprisingly
abundant high energy electrons...must
be continuously replenished by some
mysteriously potent source.”’

Sherman sensed ‘‘the existence of al-
most impenetrable, indescribable, black
rock formations of great altitudes, as
well as great depths. Can they be almost
solid iron?”” He also felt ‘‘that all the
elements to be found on earth and our
moon are in a constant state of flux on
Mercury, but are not as solidified or
broken down into water and oxygen and
plant life, although there is a great con-
trast in the dark side of Mercury and the
elements are more in formation there. I
seem to sense fantastic crystallized
shapes of great rigidity.”” Swann did not
‘‘see” any of the elements present on
the planet, but got the impression
““‘there is a lot of copper there.””

Science News (April 6, 1974) re-
ported that Mercury ‘‘could easily have
a large iron core....The major element
is helium, measured out to as far as
about 300 miles from the planet, possi-
bly delivered by the solar wind. Another
source may be the decay of radioactive
materials within the planet. This...could
mean that Mercury has as much
uranium and thorium in its crust as does
earth.”” Sherman predicted elemental
similarities and Mariner 10 data reveal
core elements to be earth-like on Mer-
cury. It appears from Swann’s response
that his viewing ability is somewhat
more accurate than his impressions.

The iron core was not a total surprise
to planetologists and the following had
appeared in the 1973 edition of the
Encyclopedia Brittanica: ‘‘Because the -
mass (of Mercury) is comparatively
small, the high density cannot be attri-
buted to gravitational compression; in-
stead, it implies a high percentage-
abundance of iron, 70% higher than that
of the earth.”’

Swann indicated a possible iono-
sphere, speaking about “‘... magnetic
fluxes, shifting currents and things like
that. I'd say that the planet is charac-
terized by sort of a low-keyed electric-
magnetic splendor.”” One scientist
(Science News, April 6, 1974) evaluat-
ing the preliminary Mariner 10 data
said, ‘‘“The sweeping of interplanetary
field lines past the planet ... may gen-
erate an electrical current flow in the




planet, and/or a possible weak iono-
sphere, then generates the magnetic field
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“I see some clouds—sort of electrical
storms now. These clouds come and go
very fast and they form sort of on the
day side of the planet—on the two
peripheries of the day side.”” Swann
also sensed some sort of primitive life:
““...lichens, sort of a water life which
attaches to the rocks and goes through
its cycle that way.”” Probably the only
sure way of confirming such a statement
would be an actual landing on Mercury.

Amazingly, the psychic impressions
of both sensitives contained no outright
errors when compared with Mariner 10
data.

Dr. Jacques Vallee, an astrophysicist
with a keen interest in psychic
phenomena was kind enough to ex-
amine these data and comment on them:
““This experiment raises an interesting
question and points to new testable
hypotheses. We may ask what it is the
sensitive really ‘sees’ in a remote view-
ing experiment (since the image is not
constructed from light radiation re-
ceived by the eye) and whether it is
necessarily true that the best target is a
material one. The sensitives’ apparent
success at describing electromagnetic
phenomena suggests laboratory experi-
ments where subjects would be asked to
describe field configurations rather than
material targets.”’

Non-material targets have already
been used in some laboratories in an at-
tempt to check this possibility. Some as-
tonishing results in remote viewing
were obtained by Swann at Stanford Re-
search Institute when geographical
coordinates were used as targets. It is
possible that more accurate information
can be obtained about our universe by
the use of coordinates on a particular
planet rather than using the whole mass
as a target.

How is'it possible to describe a loca-
tion fifty-seven million miles away?
Here is Harold Sherman’s method: ‘ My
method is simply to make myself un-
self-conscious of my physical surround-
ings, to fix my conscious mind’s atten-
tion on the objective, at whatever seem-
ing distance, and let myself ‘wonder’
what exists at that point. Through ex-
perimentation I have determined that
‘wonder’ is the ‘key’ word for me. It
frees my imagination from trying to
guess or embroider whatever impres-
sions I may be receiving — so long as I
can maintain this fixation of attention.

‘“Apparently some faculty of mind
makes contact instantly, unlimited by
time or space, with the area it is directed
to concentrate upon. If it were possible
to hold the mind’s attention on the
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locale or person, once contact is made,
for more than the split second of initial
contact, then a state of awareness could
be retained long enough to bring back
reliable data on what may exist at that
point, even including the reactionary
feelings engendered in the sensitive dur-
ing the contactual experience.

““Who knows but that many science
fiction writers who have been imagina-
tively creating, as they think, fantastic
ideas of other planets and civilizations —

past, present or future — may instead
have been psychically tuning in on actual
conditions from some higher sources,
coloring them somewhat with their own
creativity but basically producing facts,
often later substantiated by scientific
discoveries or by actual earth happen-
ings. This is an area of mind well worth
extensive study and experimentation.”’

World renowned Sensitive and
Lay Authority Presents his
Life’s Findings in this NEW
“How To” Masterpiece of his
Career.
“In my more than 50 years of re-
search and experimentation. these
techniques have been proved io be
sound and effective . .. They will
work in vour life as they have in
mine. This ESP MANUAL is the
first and only book of its kind. It's
now being widely used as a textbook
for schools. colleges. and adult
study groups. It is designed to give
vouguidance and protection in your
everyday life.”

— Harold Sherman
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